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Adequate 
shelter and 

services 
are a basic 

human right.
 (III, 8)

All countries 
should establish... 
a national policy 

on human 
settlements... 
(Recommendation 

A.1)

Every State has
 the right to... 

maintain under public 
control the use, 

possession, disposal 
and reservation 

of land. 
(II, 10)

Every State 
has the right to 

plan and regulate 
the use of land.

(II, 10)

Efforts should 
be made toward 
the reduction of 

disparities between 
rural and urban 

areas.
 (III, 8)

...Commit... 
to develop fit-for-

purpose, and age-,
gender-, and 
environment-
responsive 
solutions... 

(p. 6)

...Commit to 
strengthen 

the resilience of 
cities and human 

settlements…
(p. 11)

...Promote...
 programmes with 

housing and 
people’s needs 
at the center ...

(p. 15)

 ...Support the 
development of 

housing policies that 
foster local 

integrated housing
approaches... 

(p. 14)

...Promote 
access to a wide 

range of affordable, 
sustainable housing 
options... as well as 

cooperative 
solutions...

(p. 14)

...Adequate 
shelter for all... 

safer, healthier, more 
livable, equitable, 

sustainable and more 
productive…  

...Promote full
 accessibility...

as well as gender 
equality in policies, 
programmes and 

projects...

 ...Extend... 
infrastructure,...
services and...

opportunities to rural 
areas... to... minimize 

rural-to-urban 
migration...

...Expand the 
supply of affordable

 housing by enabling 
markets...and assisting 

[participation]
 in housing markets.

We adopt the 
enabling strategy 

and the principles of 
partnership and 
participation...
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MODERNIZATION AND URBAN 
GROWTH

REDISTRIBUTION WITH GROWTH 
AND BASIC NEEDS

THE ENABLING APPROACH | URBAN MANAGEMENT SUSTAINABLE URBAN DEVELOPMENT HOUSING AT THE CENTRE

Physical planning and direct shelter 
provision by public authorities.  

Orangi Pilot Project, Karachi, Pakistan, 1980s

State support to self-help “Sites and
Services” and slum upgrading projects. 

Securing an enabling framework for action by people, private sector and markets.

Public Housing, Singapore, 1960s/70s

Holistic enablement planning to balance 
efficiency, equity and sustainability. 

Placing people and human rights at the
forefront of urban sustainable development. 

Regulatory Reform Initiatives in Mexico
Tijuana, Mexico, 1990s

Innovative Mortgage Lending by Government Housing Bank
Bangkok, Thailand, 1990s

Superilles  (Superblocks), Barcelona, Spain, 2000s Right to the City Movement, Istanbul, Turkey, 2013

The Vancouver Declaration

The Istanbul Declaration

The New Urban Agenda


