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Habitat I
Vancouver, 1976

While recognizing the importance of 
partnerships and participation in 
achieving the goals of the Vancouver 
Declaration, local government and 
civil society were left outside of the 
formal process. 

“There is a growing 
international consensus that 

the quality of urban governance 
is the single most important 
factor for the eradication of pov-
erty and for prosperous cities.”  

- Global Campaign on 
Urban Governance

Local 
Government

Civil
 Society

�z�� National governments are seen as primary actors.

�z�� National governments are to encourage and assist local authorities’ 
participation in national development.

�z�� Although citizen participation is acknowledged, civil society 
organizations are not mentioned in the Declaration.

�z�� A grassroots People’s Forum is organized in Vancouver concurrently 
with the formal conference.

�z�� While acknowledging the importance of technology, �nance and trade 
to establishing the ‘new international economic world order,’  business 
and the private sector do not receive speci�c mention.

National
Government

Roles
�z�� National governments recognize the importance of strengthening local 

authorities through decentralization and encouraging partnerships with 
civil society and the private sector.

�z�� The 1st World Assembly of Cities and Local Authorities convenes at 
Habitat II; cities and towns are recognized as centres of civilization.

�z�� Civil society organizations can nominate representatives to the formal 
sessions.

�z�� Building and sustaining the city with the private sector is adopted as a 
strategic direction.

Habitat II
Istanbul, 1996

“The 
globalization of economies and 

value systems, population growth and rapid 
urbanization, the threat of climate change, increas-

ing inequalities, global migration and the impact of new 
technologies have all been reshaping the challenges 
facing the governance of cities and societies ... There [has] 
been ... growing demands by citizens for more equity 

and democracy and highlighting the key policy chal-
lenges facing future urban governance.” - HIII 

Policy Paper on Urban Governance

“The 
neoliberal present has creat-

ed a space for the increased role of or-
ganized civil society, as voluntary organiza-

tions, active chie�y at the local level, have taken 
on di�erent social problems … if we look for innova-
tive approaches to planning, it is precisely in this dis-
articulated civil society that we �nd examples of 

struggles to address the many social and envi-
ronmental problems of our era through col-

lective e�orts.” - John Friedmann

Twenty years later, with growing 
recognition of the new agents of change, 
Habitat II included local government 
authorities in the conference, and 
invited civil society organizations to 
contribute to the drafting of the Habitat 
Agenda.

Key Players

Civil
 Society

Private
Sector

Local 
Government

National
Government Roles

Habitat III
Quito, 2016

�z�� The contributions of local governments, civil society and the private 
sector are acknowledged as equally important in urban policy and 
legislation.

�z�� Cities are recognized as fundamental for safeguarding many global 
public goods, including the climate, economic prosperity, social 
integration, democratization and political stability.

�z�� Civil society groups meet ahead of Habitat III  to provide a uni�ed voice 
in the consultative process.

�z�� Private sector is called in to apply creativity and innovation toward 
solving sustainable development challenges in urban areas.

While the conference continues to be 
one of nations states, the emphasis is 
now on collaboration among all 
stakeholders, and recognizes that 
success in implementing the New 
Urban Agenda depends on the 
participation and empowerment of 
all key players.

 
“The strug-

gle for global sus-
tainability will be 

won or lost in cities.”   
- UN Secretary Gener-

al Ban Ki-Moon

Key Players

National
Government

         Private
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Civil
          Society

Local 
Government

Term
‘s u s t a i n a b i l i t y ’ 
coined during the 
World Commision 
on Env. &
Development

---1987---

Millennium Summit
MDG 7: Ensure Env.

 Sustainability
Target 11: Achieve a 
signi�cant improve-

ment in the lives of at 
least 100 mill. slum 
dwellers by 2020

---2000---

2030 Agenda 
for Sustainable 
Development, 

adopted by 
Heads of State 

& Govern-
ments

---2015---

Agenda 21, a compre-
hensive plan of action to
mitigate human
impacts on
the environment
adopted by 178 Govern-
ments at UNCED

---1992---

UN Advisory Commit-
tee of Local Authorities 
(UNACLA) established  
to liaise with local gov-
erning bodies working 
on the implementation 
of the Habitat agenda.

---1999---

Union of Cities 
& Local Gov-

ernments 
founded to 

represent local 
governments 

to the UN. 

---2003---

The Global Task-
force of Local & Re-

gional Govern-
ments set up to 

consult & coordi-
nate local govern-
ment networks.  

---2013---

Habitat Intl. Coali-
tion formed as a 

nongovernmental 
counterpart to the 
UN Commission on 
Human Settlements

---1976---

1976 1996 2016
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